
An Historical Album 
 

The Beginning: 
 

In December 1985, a call went out from 
Keith Frank at Emporia State 
University to initiate a regional 
conference for service providers.  The 
goal of the regional meeting was to 
provide the best possible services to 
students with disabilities by helping 
each other.  Thus was born the first 
spring conference with two important 
criteria: to be inexpensive and 
enjoyable.  The first conference was 
held at Council Grove Lake and since 
has moved to Tall Oaks Conference 
Center in Linwood, Kansas. 

 
At the 1987 conference, Arden Boyer-
Stephens organized a steering 
committee to initiate a Missouri 
AHEAD chapter. Our mission was to 
develop a stronger local communication 
network. This network would 
strengthen the professionalism, 
expertise and competency of personnel 
working with students who have 
disabilities at two- and four-year, public 
and private institutions of higher 
education. 

 
THE ORGANIZATION IS NOW 

WELL ON ITS WAY! 
 

www.moahead.org  
 
 

 
ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: 

 
 Improvement of programs through 

substantial networking opportunities 
(such as legislative concerns, 
membership growth and professional 
development programs) 

 Annual Great Plains regional 
conference 

 MOAHEAD listserve 
 Sponsorship of workshops on current 

topics 
 Development of resource materials 
 Presentations to community and 

professional organizations 
 Quarterly newsletter 
 Campus visits 

 
 
Dues are a low $10.00 per year. 
 
 
TO JOIN, FILL OUT NEXT 
SECTION AND MAIL TO THE 
ADDRESS LISTED BELOW, OR, 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 
 
 

Sharon Depperschmidt 
Assistant Director, Disability Services 

Avila University 
11901 Wornall Road 

Kansas City, MO 64145 
 

Sharon.Depperschmidt@avila.edu 
(816) 501-2427 

MEMBERSHIP 
(Checks payable to Missouri AHEAD 

 
Membership: 

 Yes, I would like to join the 
Missouri’s AHEAD chapter. 

 My $10 dues for one year are 
enclosed 
 My $20 dues for two years are 
enclosed 
 My $30 dues for three years are 
enclosed 
 

 I am unable to participate.  Please
  remove my name from your 
  mailing list. 

 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY: 

 
Name:____________________________
_________________________________ 
 
Title:_____________________________
_________________________________ 
 
Institution:________________________
_________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________ 
 
Phone: (work)_____________________ 
 (fax)_______________________ 
 
Email:____________________________ 
 
(Membership year is January 1 to December 31.) 



 

 
 

Join Us in a Growing 
Network of Missouri 

Professionals Involved in 
Serving Post-Secondary 

Students with 
disAbilities. 

 
www.moahead.org  

“You gain strength, 
courage, and 

confidence by every 
experience in which 

you really stop to 
look fear in the 

face.  You must do 
the thing which you 

think you  
cannot do.” 

 
-Eleanor Roosevelt 

Officers for 2010 
 
President  
 Kim Fernandes 
 Maple Woods Community College 
 816-437-3192 
 Kim.Fernandes@mcckc.edu 
 
Vice President 
 Tabitha Haynes 
 Missouri State University 
 417-836-4192 
 TabithaHaynes@missouristate.edu 
 
Secretary/Historian and Web Master 
  

Vacant 
 
Treasurer and Membership Chair 
 Sharon Depperschmidt 
 Avila University 
 816-501-2427 
 Sharon.Depperschmidt@avila.edu  
 
Legislative and Transition Co-Chair 
 Julia Edwards 
 Ozarks Technical Comm. College 
 417-895-7235 
 edwardsj@otc.edu 
 
Liaison to Secondary Education 
 Karen Blessman 
 Ft. Zumwalt School District 
 636-272-6636 
 kdagblessman@yahoo.com  
 
Newsletter Editor 
 Jennifer Argo 
 Longview Community College 
 816-672-2254 
 jennifer.argo@mcckc.edu 
 
Transition/Guidebook/Conference Co-Chair 
 Sulaine Matthews 
 St. Louis Community College 
 314-513-4549 
 smatthews@stlcc.edu 
 
Immediate Past President 
 Jan Eudaley 
 St. Louis Community College 
 636-422-2011 
 jeudaley@stlcc.edu  
 
Conference Co-Chair 
 Maureen Ottenlips 
 St. Louis Community College 
 314-513-4583 

mottenlips@stlcc.edu 
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