Welcome from the President

It6s been a
the board has visited
with you via
newsletter! In fact, this
is my first opportunity
to greet you as MO-
AHEAD president. As
you know, | took over
the position in August
when our wonderful
past president, Adam
Meyer, left Missouri for
an exciting new job
opportunity. We miss
his presence on the
board, but we have
had a lot happen since
then!

We have seen some
recent changes to our
executive

board. Tabitha
Haynes has become

ow vicetpresidenit, n ¢ e hope the members

Jennifer Argo is our
new secretary, and
Judy Elimelech has
joined the board as
newsletter editor/
conference co-
chair. We have a
great
excited
store for the future.

In November and
February, the
executive board
helped bring to you
audio conferences with
Jane Jarrow. The first
was on the topic of
accommodations for
online classes, and the
second dealt with the
ADAAA. Both were
very informative, and |

Kim Fernandes, President

Kim Fernandes has a
bachel or 6s d
psychol ogy a
degree in counseling,
both from Truman State
University. Before

starting work in disability
services at MCC-Maple
Woods in 2001, she
worked as a Vocational
Rehabilitation counselor
for six years. Kim
became a MO-AHEAD
board member in 2003,
starting as a conference

who were able to
participate found them
to be valuable.

The board has had
frequent conversations
about how we can

gr oup peviddtowe 6r e
a b o untembeirshaptbénsficial n

training opportunities
in a user-friendly
format. So many of us
are dealing with
budget constraints, but
that is not decreasing
our desire to stay
current in our field and
continue to learn! If
you have any
suggestions regarding
training opportunities
or resources that
would be helpful to

co-chair. She was born
and raised in St. Louis,
but now lives in Kansas
City with her husband
and their eight-year old
daughter.

you, please do not hesitate
to contact me. All ideas
are welcome! The board is
very committed to providing
membership benefits to you
that you will find useful and
worthwhile.

This year, our friends in
Kansas are planning the
regional conference at Tall
Oaks. | hope we will get to
see many of you there! Itis
always such a great
opportunity to share and
learn in a relaxing
environment. Hopefully,
the weather will cooperate
and weodll get
nature. I t hi nk
had enough of the cold and
dreary winter!

| hope you are all having a
wonderful semester!
Kim Fernandes
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Tabitha Haynes, Vice President/Web Coordinator

This Saturday
Missouri State

will have their

first Annual
Film Festival
Tabitha Haynes has been
Good luck, . A .
ood fuc with the Disability Services
Tabitha! office at Missouri State

University since 2001 and

currently serves as the
Assistant Director. She has
worked with people with
disabilities in various
settings since 1989.
Tabitha has been actively
involved in MO-AHEAD
since 2003 and has served
on the Board as Secretary
and Web Coordinator.
Tabitha is also involved in
advocacy and public affairs
efforts, both at MSU and in
the community.

Tabitha is originally
from Texas and has lived in
Missouri for 10 years. She
graduated from Drury

Jennifer Argo, Secretary

Jennifer Argo has been
the Access Resource
Educator at Metropolitan
Community College
Longview since 2005.
Prior to her current
position Jennifer worked
with the TRIiO programs
Student Support
Services and Upward
Bound at Northwest
Missouri State

Sharon Depperschmidt, Treasurer

University. Jennifer is
alumnae of Northwest
Missouri State University
where she studied
Psychology and
Counseling. Jennifer is
the MOAHEAD Secretary
and prior to this
appointment was the
MOAHEAD Newsletter
Editor.

University in 2004 with
undergraduate degrees in
Psychology and
Criminology, and is
currently working on her
graduate degree in
Psychology at Missouri
State University. Tabitha is
a volunteer advocate for
the Victim Center and
CASA. She has three fur
children Freebie, Autumn
(cats) and Paisley (dog).

MCC - Longyiew Campus

Nearly 7,000 students each fall
come to the Longview campus in
/IHHYV 6XPPLW

University, a Catholic University that has an
undergraduate enrollment of approximately 900
students and an overall full time enrollment of
approximately 1800. She has held this position
since 2005. Sharon began working as an adjunct
at Johnson County Community College in 1997 and
has been involved in their College, Learning,
Experiences, Activities, & Resources (CLEAR)
program. This program is designed for adult
students who have mild intellectual disabilities.

In 1988, she obtained a MS from University of

Sharon, the Assistant Director  cenera| Missouri (CMSU). Over the years, she has
of Disability Services at Avila  pe|q yarious positions with the state of Missouri

and in the non-profit

sector. She and her husband
(Troy) enjoy outdoor
activities, spending time with
family, & playing with their
two dogs.




